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Jim says, a belated happy, healthy New Year to all our members. This is our 6" Reunion, in September, and
bookings are slowly coming in (see Don below). For those members who have not studied our last Newsletter
closely, I will repeat the formation. (Two of our members thought there were no more reunions. Another thought
the venue would he Cosford). Cost of buffet and banquet is £34. The following hotels are usually used by our
members:-

Scarisbrick Hotel.. 3 star '‘phone 01704 543000
Balmoral Hotel 2 star 'phone 01704 544298
Carlton Lodge Guest House 'phone 01704 542290

If anyone wishes to book their own billets, | can arrange a copy of. the 'Southport Tourist Guide' to be sent.

The year 2000 showed, as expected, a slow decline in membership. However, since the turn of the year, five
new members have arrived, principally due to our advert on Channel 4. We are now at 150 membership.

At long last Colin Richardson's (mem. No. 125) book has come into print. | am enclosing a 'flyer' to members
who served on the Island To those who wish a signed copy by the author, it would be best to contact Colin
direct. His address is "Five Acres" Fulbeck Lowfields, Nr Grantham, NG32 'phone 01 100 272427. "Masirah -
Tales of a Desert Island” contains a full rundown of 244 Squadron's activities on Masirah during WW2.

In closing may | make my usual appeal for your Gulf area experiences? The lack of Newsletter copy makes it
hard to maintain a reasonable standard of articles etc.. | can see me having to make up some stories soon.

Don says, When we sent out the balance sheets last year we had 70 odd who had not paid their Subs. This
year it is down to 60 odd, but of course we have lost some members, so it is about the same.. So please take a
few minutes to write a cheque. As usual Jim will be making a note on this Newsletter to those who have yet to

pay. We are working very hard to keep the Newsletter going, but we need your help with not only Subs but copy
as well.

Jim is working very hard and recently he has drummed up five new members, and we are trying very hard to
get them 10 the Reunion at Southport Talking of which, we are looking for more support. It may well be the last
one, so please support us, and try to come. The old regulars are booking in, but we still need more to make it
as usual, a highly successful affair.. Ring if help is needed.

SO WHAT WAS THE FATE OF SHARJAH'S LUCKY | AD?

In 1943 | was serving with 244 Squadron (Blenheim V) at Sharjah. Where we had a self-appointed camp
mascot. A local lad about five or six years old, and known to everyone as Lucky.

A great favourite, he had the run of the camp. He was fed and, under protest, washed! He possessed a startling
vocabulary for one so young. He was constantly kilted out with clean shorts and vests. Only to return the next
day in even more tattered garments, and was an inveterate beggar of those ever popular cigarettes V's! In early
1944 the squadron, on converting to Wellingtons, moved to Masirah. Rumour had it that Lucky was smuggled



