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February 1944: Form 540
357 Squadron

Place Date Time Summary of events
Part I – Operations

Dum-Dum Feb 6/7 F/L. G? A. King, D.F.C., in a Hudson "Spiers IV" was successful. The weather &
visibility was good.

Feb 11/12 F/L. G? A. King, D.F.C., in a Hudson on "Bantam/Bullrel?" was successful.
Feb 12/13 P/O. J. Churchill, D.F.C., on "Bantam/Bullrel?", W/O. J. R. Dodwell, D.F.C. on

"Blow", Can.J10015 F/O. R. B. Palmer, on "Dilwyn V" & Aus. 408527 F/O. O. S.
Shave on "Dilwyn VI" were all successful in their sorties. Hudson aircraft were
used for all sorties.
Bombing Cover Raids for these operations were carried out on Katha & Bhamo.

Feb 14/15 P/O. J. Churchill, D.F.C., operating in a Hudson on "Backhand" proved
successful. A Bombing cover raid was supplied for this operation on Hezata?
W/O. J. R. Dodwell, D.F.C., in a Hudson on "Blast" was successful. A bombing
cover raid was carried out on Bassein for this operation.
Operational Hours Flown Feb/44. 52.34.
Operational Sorties Flown Feb/44. 8
Part II Administration

Chaklala Feb 1 Formation order No. 52 dated 16th Jan. 1944 expressed A.Q. A.C., S.E.A.'s
intention to reform No. 1576 (Special Duties) Flight as No. 357 (S.D.) Squadron
with effect from 1st Feb. 1944. It was stated that Headquarters & "A" Flight
comprising Liberators & Hudsons would be situated at Digri & that "B" Blight
comprising Catalinas, would be situated at Red Hills Lake. No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn.
was put under the command of S/Ldr. J. R. Moore.
Duties – Officers
The under-mentioned duties on 357 (S.D.) Sqdn. were delegated to the Officers
shown
Commanding Officer --- S/Ldr. J. R. Moore.
Adjutant --- P/O. T. C. Currie
P.M.C. --- F/L. J. C. S. Ponsford
Mess Secretary --- Aus.408527 F/O. O. S. Shave
Bar Officer --- Can.J16354 F/O. W. Prosser
Food Member --- F/O. R. C. Powell
Officer i/c Sgts. Mess --- P/O. R. C. Auckland
P.S.I. --- F/L. J. A. King, D.F.C.
Sports Officer --- P/O. J. Churchill, D.F.C.
Welfare Officer --- P/O. A. W. C. Cumming
Airmen's Messing Officer --- Can.J8624 F/O. L. Patterson
Security Officer --- Can.J11179 F/O. S. G. Gradiner
Entertainment Officer --- Aus.411553 F/O. S. D. Titterington
M.T. Officer --- F/O. J. S. Watson
Censor Officer --- P/O. A. J. Floyd, D.F.C.
Savings Officer --- Aus. P/O K. Buchanan
Education Officer --- F/L. E. F. French
Armament Officer --- Can.J10663 F/O. M. W. Wiggett
S & C Publications --- P/O. T. C. Currie
Parachute Officer --- Can.J10015 R. B. Palmer

Feb 13 Can. J10663 F/O. M. W. Wiggett assumed command of No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn
vice S/Ldr. J. R. Moore w.e.f. 13/2/44.

Feb 24 Can. J10015 F/O. R. B. Palmer was detailed to make a report on the Night
Flying Equipment available to this unit at this Station, & was to take immediate
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steps to bring this up to full requirements.
Feb 23 S/Ldr. J. R. Moore re-assumed command of No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn vice Can.

J10663 F/O. M. W. Wiggett.
Feb 28 F/L. J. C. S. Ponsford assumed command of No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn vice S/Ldr. J.

R. Moore.
Feb 1 A Letter was received from the Air Officer i/c Administration, H.Q. Third Tactical

Air Force referring to Formation Order No. 52, stating that the Group Accountant
Officer, H.Q. No. 231 Group would be responsible for the Cash & Pay
Accounting Administration of "A" Flight No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn. Digri.
Part III Personnel

Chamlala? 1944 R.A.F. P.O.R's 9/2/44
Feb 3 F/O. C. L. Flitton, A & S.D. (I) was posted from 347 Sqdn to S.H.Q. Korangi

Creek w.e.f. 3/2/44.
Feb 6 P/O. A. W. C. Cumming, A & S.D. (I) was posted from No. 185 Wing to No. 357

Sqdn. w.e.f. 6/2/44.
R.C.A.F. P.O.R's 9/2/44
Can. J.16854 P/O. W. Prosser was promoted to the rank of Flying Officer (Temp)
w.e.f. 19/8/43.
Can. J.17432 P/O. J. W. Moreland was promoted to the rank of Flying Officer
(Temp) w.e.f. 5/9/43.
Can. J.7345 F/O. I. K. McKenzie was promoted to the rank of Flight Lieutenant
(Temp) w.e.f. 13/9/43.

Statement of Personnel Strength – February 1944
Airmen Officers Total

R.A.F. 173 11 184
R.C.A.F. 8 4 12
R.A.A.F. 5 6 11

207

W/Cdr.
Commanding No. 357 (S.D.) Sqdn.

Part IV Honours & Awards.
Jan 8 The immediate award of the D.F.C. to F/L. J. A. King, was graciously approved

by H.M. the King. This was awarded for Meritorious Service while serving with
1576 (S.D.) Flight.

Jan 22 The immediate award of the D.F.C. to P/O. B. Floyd & P/O. J. Churchill was
graciously approved by H.M. the King on the recommendation of the Air
Commander-in-Chief, A.C., S.E.A. for Meritorious Service while serving with
1576 (S.D.) Flight.


